
Dear all, yesterday evening David Newton was officially made Team Rector for the Lordsbridge Team 

in an inspiring service, led by Bishop Dagmar and Archdeacon Alex. The team is made up of a 

number of Anglican Christian worshipping communities based in 11 villages to the west of 

Cambridge. It was a service with many outstanding points and the service inspired this painting. The 

Gospel passage for the day was Matthew 12:1-8, in which Jesus and the disciples harvest grains in 

the fields to eat on the sabbath. Bishop Dagmar gave a wonderfully affirming sermon, from which 

two key points jumped out for me. I express these in my words and the Holy Spirit may have given 

other people quite different key points. 

One developed from verse 7 and its quote from Hosea 6:6, “I desire mercy not sacrifice,” and to the 

way in which the team ministry exemplifies Jesus and the new covenant, that we work together, on 

the sabbath and every day to support and disciple one another. The second was a moving and 

beautiful passage in the sermon in which Bishop Dagmar inspiringly reminded us that we need to 

look after David and his family. 

The other item that stood out from the service for me was David’s beautiful prayers, and their 

reminder that as a team we can and do accomplish so much more together than we could separately 

from one another.  

And so to the painting, which leapt out at me in the middle of last night. I was transferring as many 

photos out of Sue’s iPad as would fit into mine. I copied the photos in batches and the last of one of 

the batches was this photograph of lots of crocuses. I knew immediately that I was going to paint 

this painting and how and why, and emailed the photo to myself so that I could put it into my old 

laptop which retains a few tricks I have not yet managed to transfer onto the new computer, one of 

which is this painting configuration, which I use frequently. 

I love the way it deals with subjects like these crocuses, the way that from a welter of brushstrokes a 

beautiful painting emerges. The thought that was in my mind as I painted this was that we are like 

the brushstrokes, together making up the crocuses, the worshiping and discipling communities in 

the team. I felt that the bumble bee, so essential to the lives of the crocuses, might represent the 

Holy Spirit, a feeling which was strengthened when that is what Sue suggested when I mentioned 

the bumble bee. 

And so, from a lovely service, we have a new Team Rector; someone we know and love, giving us all 

continuity and certainty. And out of that comes this painting of brushstrokes and crocuses; of us 

collectively as a team; worshipping and being discipled, as learners, together. Through us 

collectively, the Holy Spirit helps us to shine a light into our communities, into which we bring the 

Gospel good news through our prayers, our words and our actions. Communities into which we, 

together, as a team, communicate the grace, the mercy, the compassion, the justice, the peace and 

the love of God. Love from Rick 


